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Space Technology Services International ("STSI") hereby
submits its reply comments in the above-captioned proceeding.

~ The Commission ShOUld Impose an Affirmatiye Obligation on
Initial Licensees to Coordinate with All Future Licensees

STSI wishes to emphasize to the Federal Communications
Commission ("FCC" or "Commission") the need for sufficient and
sincere flexibility in the final rules to ensure entry into the
service by mUltiple licensees. STSI understands that the
Commission has decided to allow licensees to determine among
themselves which modulation technique to employ for their
respective systems. STSI does not disagree with this premise.
Nevertheless, STSI believes that the Commission should impose
upon the initial licensees an express and affirmative obligation
to coordinate frequency modulation compatibility with all future
entrants in the service, whether those providers utilize COMA or
FDMA technology. The Commission should modify the proposed rules
to ensure that spectrum remains available to future entrants. To
do otherwise would run the risk of reducing competition in the
service, and would violate the original intent behind allocation
of the spectrum. STSI also joins LEO ONE Corporation in urging
the Commission to ensure that future entrants, including
international and domestic service providers, be granted fair
access to the spectrum.

~ System License Issues

STSI joins other commenting parties in supporting the
Commission's desire to issue blanket authorizations to all
satellites in an NVNG MSS system. STSI, like STARSYS, offers
that the Commission not to require all satellites in a system to
be "technically identical, II but lIoperational.1Y equiV&len
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This would allow operators to take advantage of state-of-the-art
technology available at the time that an expansion or replace_ent
satellite is to be built, without having to apply for a new or
modified license, so long as the new satellite is operationally
equivalent to the existing satellites.

n... Conclusion

STSI reiterates its position that the Commission should
explicitly recoqnize that reciprocity of service access by a
significant number of countries will be line qua non for a
healthy NVNG MSS. consequently, STSI requests the Commission to
adopt rules that allow foreign licensed satellite operators to
provide NVNG MSS services to U.S. users either directly or
through U.S. gateways on a reciprocal basis.
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Counsel to Orbital
Communications Corporation

Karen S. Muller
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
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